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disappointed to find that His Majesty had fixed the pleni-
potentiary's emolument at 15,000 rubles. He had expected
100,000.
Count Lamsdorff appealed to my patriotism. He ex-
plained that he could not go himself, for he was needed at
his place of duty. As for his associate, Prince Obolensky,
the count thought him unfit for the task. In the end I
declared to the count that I would not decline the mission
if the Emperor in person either asked rne or ordered me
to accept The following day I was summoned to the Em-
peror. He received me very amiably and asked me to take
upon myself the conduct of the peace negotiations. I re-
plied that I was always ready to serve my Emperor and
country. His Majesty thanked me, and said it was his
sincere desire that the pourparlers should result in peace.
He added, however, that he would not pay a kopeck of
indemnity or cede an inch of Russian territory.
Several days later I set out for the United States of
America. At the time of rny departure our financial situ-
ation was as follows. We had exhausted all our nieans and
had lost our credit abroad. There was not the slightest
hope of floating either a domestic or a foreign loan. We
could continue the war only by resorting to new issues of
paper money, that is, by preparing the way for a complete
financial and consequently economic collapse. As a matter
of fact, during the war the amount of paper currency had
grown from 600,000,000 to 1,200,000,000 rubles. This
lamentable situation was the result of Kokovtzev's lack of
experience, on one hand, and of our optimism regarding the
outcome of the war, on the other.
Personally I am convinced that Kuropatkin and Linevich
prayed to God for the success of ray mission* Indeed, peace
was the only way out for them, for then they could say:
"Yes, it is true that we were repeatedly beaten, but were